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The Gulf of Tonkin Incident is the name given to two separate incidents involving the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the United States in the waters of the Gulf of Tonkin. On
August 2, 1964 two American destroyers engaged three North Viethamese torpedo boats,
resulting in the sinking of one of the torpedo boats.This was also the single most important
reason for the escalation of the Vietham War.After Kennedy was assassinated, the Gulf of
Tonkin gave the country the sweeping support for aggressive military action against the North
Vietnamese.

The outcome of the incident was the passage by Congress of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution,
which granted President Lyndon B. Johnson the authority to assist any Southeast Asian
country whose government was considered to be jeopardized by "communist aggression™.In
2005, an internal National Security Agency historical study was declassified; it concluded that
USS Maddox had engaged the North Vietnamese on August 2, but that there may not have
been any North Vietnamese vessels present during the engagement of August 4. The report
stated "It is not simply that there is a different story as to what happened; it is that no attack
happened that night..."In truth, Hanoi's navy was engaged in nothing that night but the salvage
of two of the boats damaged on August 2.In 1965, President Johnson commented privately:
"For all I know, our Navy was shooting at whales out there."

In 1981, Captain Herrick and journalist Robert Scheer re-examined Herrick's ship's log and
determined that the first torpedo report from August 4, which Herrick had maintained had
occurred--the "apparent ambush"--was in fact unfounded.In 1995, retired Vietnamese Defense
Minister Vo Nguyen Giap, meeting with former Secretary of Defense McNamara, categorically
denied that Vietnamese gunboats had attacked American destroyers on August 4, while
admitting to the attack on August 2.In the Fall of 1999, retired senior CIA engineering executive
S. Eugene Poteat wrote that he was asked in early August 1964 to determine if the radar
operator's report showed a real torpedo boat attack or an imagined one.In October, 2005 the
New York Times reported that Robert J. Hanyok, a historian for the U.S. National Security
Agency, had concluded that the NSA deliberately distorted the intelligence reports that it had
passed on to policy-makers regarding the August 4, 1964 incident. He concluded that the
motive was not political but was probably to cover up honest intelligence errors.

Wikipedia - Gulf of Tonkin incident
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